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My lips ſhall not ſpeak wickedneſs, nor my 
tongue utter deceit. God forbid that I 
| ſhould juſtify you. JoB xxvii. 4. 5. 
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ANSWERS, Oc. 


Have juſt now read, with much * 
dignation, a paper, intitled, An addreſs 
to the citizens of Edinbufgh, on the 


| enſiung election of their: member of P——=, 


which is plainly calculated either to get a 
bit of bread for its author, or to make the 


city diffatisfiedwithits'govetnors. If the 


firſt was his view, he deſerves pity, al- 


though he would have done better to apply. 
for the affiſtance” of the charitable in the 
ordinary way, without endeavouring to 


ſpread the preſent flame in the city, by i in- 


decent reflections on many worthy men, 
and by 1 which he can in all events gain very 
little. If the laſt was his view, as he in a 


manner declares, he then deſerves that 
chaſtiſement which has been ſometimes 


beſtowed on ſuch works, and which, it is 


to be hoped, he will not eſcape. 


ire be his intention. it is ours 
to make Cur ſellow-citizens ſenſible, that 
there 
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there is no reaſon to be-adlarmed at the | 
falſe ſuggeſtions of our author concerning K 
the letter to à great man. Secondly, To 7 
juſtify the writers of that letter, and the \ 
great man who received and anſwered it. y 


Tux letter was no more than a teſti- 
mony of the reſpect due by the eity to A 
nobleman, who has always declated a diſ- 
poſition, to be uſeful to it, and who has 
even done good offices to ſeveral poor citi- 
Zens. It bears a requeſt, that his G 
will look out for a proper perſon to repre- 
ſent the city; and that ſuch perſon, 7. e. 
Proper perſon, will be elected by them. 


Now, will it be fold that dis implies 14 
any obligation to ele& a ftranger ? The 
gentlemen who have ſigned the letter, and 
indeed every inhabitant of the city, muſt 


ſee that they are under no ſuch obligation, 4 
for this plain reaſon, that he cannot be a pro- | 
per perſon. Can he be a proper repreſen- | 
tative of a borough, who is not acquainted 4 
with one inhabitant in it, is a ſtranger to | \ 
the trade, the cuſtoms, nay, the very laws 1 
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of the place he is to repreſent ? In this 
ſenſe I aver, that many of the ſubſcribers 


underſtood the letter, and will vote againft 
any ſtranger that may be propoſed. 


Bor what ſay I ? His G——'s anſwer 


points out plainly, that he never meant to 
recommend a ſtranger. It was addrefled to 
the chief magiſtrate, and by him produced 


in every company, and on every occaſion, 


to _—_ that — rumour. 


I WIIL go further, and aver, that his 
G——, whoſe abilities and wiſdom are ſo 


well known, never could intend ta meddle 
in our election at all. 


nor. chat we may not appear to ad- 
vance a propoſition ſo important to the 
peace. of the city, without proper argu- 
ments to ſupport it ; we beg leave to quote 
a vote of the Commons which has paſſed 
regularly. the firſt ſeſſion of every p——, 
from time immemorial. Reſolved, That 


it is a high infringement of the liberties 


* end privileges of the Commons of Gre-xt 
8 « Britain, 


* 
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« any Lord Lieutenant of any county, to 
« concern themſeves in the elections of 
« members to ſerve for the 8 — in 
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From this it appears, that were his 
G— to nominate a repreſentative in con- 
ſequence of the letter, and an eleCtion to 
take place accordingly, it would be null 
and void in its very effence ; and any citi- 


Zen ſupported, although but by one free 


vote, would, upon application to the houſe 
of Commons, be ſuſtained in oppoſition 
to a majority voting by orders of a Peer. 
Will then the great man, fo injuriouſly at 
tacked, ever think of a meaſure ſo eaſily 
fruſtrated, ſo unconſtitutional, and ſo incon- 
fiſtent with the tenor of his paſt conduct? 


But ſtill it will be faid, how could it be 


proven that the election by the majority 
was made by order of a Peer ? The anſwer 


is obvious: Every elector, nay, every per- 
ſon employed in the tranſaction, and many 


ſurely there muſt be, woud be compelled 
to give evidence in ſuch a caſe: ſo unleſs 
a the 


n 


«Britain, for any Lord of Parliament, or 
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the ſuppoſition could be made, that a con- 
ſiderable number of men of character and 
Integrity were to perjure themſelves, there 
is no danger of ſuch an election taking 
ow. | 


- IF it ſhall be aſked, What then did 
the great man mean in receiving and an- 
ſwering the letter? my anſwer is, Could 
he prevent gentlemen, knowing his 
great worth and abilities, and not know- 
ing a proper perſon to repreſent the city, 
from applying to him in that affair? or 
could he do leſs than anſwer, with his 
uſual politeneſs, ſo great a mark of regard N 


and confidence as was expteſſed in the 
letter? 


Ir, after all, it is ſaid, that the mea- 
ſure will be tried, and that the conſe- 
quences above pointed at do not fo clear- 
ly follow, but that we till, at leaſt, run 
ſome riſk of having a ſtranger impoſed on 
us; even this may be obviated. 


LET the merchants immediately meet 
as 


71 
28 they have long propoſed, and declare, 


dy an unanimous reſolution, that they 


will conſider the meaſure of naming a 
ſtranger to repreſent the capital of Scot- 
land in p——t, as diſhonourable to them, 
injurious to the ſociety, and of per- 
nicious example to the whole country. 
Let the trades return thanks to thoſe 
brave patriots, their repreſentatives, who 
have declared with ſuch true firmneſs, 
their reſolution to wear no foreign yoke; 

and that they will conſider the conduct 

of all. electors at this critical time as de- 
ciſtve, and favour them or not in all after 
pretenſions, as they ſhall behave on this 
occaſion. Theſe are ſtrong meaſures, and 

we hope unneceſſary; but all this may be 

done without diſorder or diſturbance, 
which it is plainly the intention of the 
addreſs to raiſe; and theſe would effectu- 
ally put it out of this author's power to 
raiſe any ſuch, by allaying the ferment al- 
ready raiſed, quieting the minds of the ci- 

tizens, and ſecuring us a repreſentative 
from amongſt ourſelves, which is the 
prayer of every honeſt citizen, 
Tus, 
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Tuvus, my brethren, we have endea- 
voured to ſatisfy you, and we hope effec- 
tually, that this addreſs is only calculated 
to inoreaſe a flame in our peaceable city, 
which requires no ſuch fewel; ſince all mat- 
ters may be ſet to rights, without any noiſe 
or diſturbance. As to our author's nume- 
rous paſſages from ſcripture, we think 
they require no anſwer, ſince they prove 
nothing but his ignorance and low breed 
ing. We ſhall, however, conclude with. 
Fa paſſage, leaving him to find out the 
"pl ace. Wo be to him who raiſeth up ftrife 
in the cy; tine evil day ſhall came upon him, 

_ like @oybichind; although be ariſe, and Jay, 

Tam great and mighty,. and who can fland, 
before me ? yet the evening comes, and he. 


hall be deſolated, and his * Joal be one, 
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